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1. Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 

The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
nternational Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

EP,CA,CN,KP,RO,US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AP^AE^ALAM^XAUAZ^ 

GD,GE,GH,GM,HR,HUJD,IUNJSJP,KE,KG^ 

MW,MX,MZ,NO,NZ,PL,PT,RU,SD,SE,SG,SI,SK,^^^ 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicants reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

Itis the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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Tins international preliminary examination report lias been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



r -J Nus report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and aie the basis for (his report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



Ihese annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 
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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to noveltv, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL fkELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/06977 



I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
X] the international application as originally Tiled 
| 1 the description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



_ • JIS originally filed 
. filed with the demand 



, filed wiih the letter of 



[_' | the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| 1 the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

Pfges 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_. filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the iani>ua K e in which 
I the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is' 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| — | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

O the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

25m^ T V ? r a ! ni ?° ." d ? l se( l ucnce disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was earned out on the basis oi the sequence listing- 

contained in the international application in written form 

□ f„ed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in compute, readable form. 

Q The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

O The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listinu has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
□ the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



4. 



5. [I] This rep ° rt has bcen eslab,iiiheJ a s if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since (hey have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and 70J7j Ort ' ongtnally f tled " and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

' Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive sl-.-p (IS) 
Im!usiii;»l applicability (I A) 



Claims 
C'lciims 

Cl.tiiiis 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
Claims 1 to 7 

Document: 1 (JP, 11-253657, A (Fuji Xerox Co., Ltd.), 
September 21, 1999 (21.09.99), entire text; Pig. 1 to 35) 
is a document that reflects the general state of the art 
in this technical field and discloses a network game 
server wherein the combination of games is determined 
according to previously designated conditions in order to 
establish the most suitable combination. However, the 
feature wherein information regarding the recruitment of 
participants is distributed to the members is neither 
disclosed nor suggested in any of the documents cited in 
the international search report. 

Document 2 (JP , 11-057215, A (Fuji Xerox Co., Ltd.), 
March 2, 1999 (02.03.99), entire text; Fig. 1 to 35) is a 
document that reflects the general state of the art in 
this technical field and discloses a network game server 
whereih the combination of games is determined according 
to previously designated conditions in order to establish 
the most suitable combination. However, the feature 
wherein information regarding the recruitment of 
participants is distributed to the members is neither 
disclosed nor suggested in any of the documents cited in 
the international search report. 
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tational application No. 
PCT/JP 00/06977 



Document 3 (JP, 7-325776, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), December 
12, 1995 (12.12.95), entire text; Fig. 1 to 10) is a 
document that reflects the general state of the art in 
this technical field and discloses a chat system using a 
network wherein users that are logged in are searched and 
called.. However, the feature wherein information regarding 
the recruitment of participants is distributed to the 
members is neither disclosed nor suggested in any of the 
documents cited in the international search report. 
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WO 01/27771 Al 



(51) HIBf#»»S 7 : G06F 13/00, 15/00, 17/30, H04L 12/58 



(21) DKSaJliS^-: 
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(30) «5fe1t^-^: 
ftM 1 ? 11/288872 



PCT/JP00/06977 
2000 ^10 86 B (06.10.2000) 

B*|g 

1999^10^8 B (08.10.1999) JP 



(71) tt«xr*B*»<±"ca)»3eBii30L^r;: »*# 

X-f T" -f >^ (KABUSHIKl KAISHA ETGHTING) 

[JP/JP]; T 1 44-005 1 ^ J*®*: BB 12^5$ ffl 7-32-2 Tokyo 
(JP). 

(72) %*R%; 

(75) §tmm/thm/,(*miz'D^T<Dfr)i mmto&wu- 

JISAWA, Tomonori) [JP/JP]; T 144-0051 ^Sli&^rBIZ 
mmm 7-32-2 J*xt£*± X-T^>r Tokyo (JP). it 

^08 ?n (SATOU, Shouji) [JP/JP]; T325-0000 ffii*!!^ 
^m^»T635Tochigi (JP). 



(54) Title: PARTICIPANT SEARCH METHOD IN ONLINE GAME OR ONLINE CHAT, PARTICIPANT SEARCHING DE- 
VICE, PARTICIPANT NETWORK SERVER, NETWORK TERMINAL AND COMPUTER PROGRAM 
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A.. .TERMINAL 

100. . .COKNUNICATION CONTROL UNIT 

112 . . .ID RETAINING UNIT 

113... IP RECORDING UNIT 

114 ... ID STORING UNIT 

101..- CONTROL UNIT 

109. . -TRANSMISSION UNIT 

110. . .RECEPTION UNIT 

102 . . .PROCESSING UNIT 

100... STORAGE UNIT 

106. . .INPUT UNTT 

101. ..OUTPUT UNIT 

105. . . I/O INTERFACE 

S. . . SERVER 

200. . .COMMUNICATION SERVER UNIT 

300... COMMUNICATION CONTROL UNIT 

312... ID RETAINING UNIT 

313... IP RECORDING UNIT 

314 ... ID STORING UNIT 

310. . .RECEPTION UNIT 

309... TRANSMISSION UNIT 



21 5. . .SUBSCRIBER ATTRIBUTE INFORMATION STORING UNIT 

21 6... ID STORING UNIT 

217 . . .CONTENDER SELECTION UNIT 

2lfl . . .LOGIN MONITOR UNIT 

202 . . .PROCESSING UNIT 

201... CONTROL UNIT 

208 . . .STORAGE UNIT 

206... INPUT UNIT 

207... OUTPUT UNIT 

2 lO.. .RECEPTION UNIT 

209. . .TRANSMISSION UNIT 

205... I/O INTERFACE 

B-.. TERMINAL 

301... CONTROL UNIT 

3 02... PROCESSING UNIT 

309 ... STORAGE UNIT 

306... INPUT UNIT 

307... OUTPUT UNIT 

30S...I/O INTERFACE 



(57) Abstract: A participant search method in 
an online game and online chat, wherein, when 
starting an online game or online chat on a net- 
work connecting to a plurality of subscribers 
with a network server as a core, the network 
server that has received participant search in- 
formation from one subscriber 
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(74) ftSIA: ^ffliS^(TSHrDA, Masahisa); T 143-0023 *M 
5l|ffl^:EB[Slll3El -28- 1 0 Tokyo (JP). 

(81) m (MPl): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, 

BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, 
DZ, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, 1L, 
DM, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, 
LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MM, M W, MX, MZ, NO, NZ, PL, 
PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, TZ, 
UA, UG, US, UZ, VM, YU, ZA, ZW. 

(84) *§£S (OM)i ARIPO 4*» (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, 
MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), 2-7v7^ft (AM, 



AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), 3 — P V It 
(AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, 
LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI »lt (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, 
CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 



matches network subscriber-related attribute information stored in the server with the participant search information to select a 
matched subscriber currently connected to the network, distributes participant recruiting information to that subscriber, and sends 
back participant accepting information for the subscriber who has accepted the recruiting information to the above one subscriber. 
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